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, SIXTH RSFSR CONFEREXNCE OF ANTITULAREMIA MEASURES

The Sixth All-Russian Conference on Tularemia, organized by the Ministry
of Public Health RSFSR, tock place in Moscow en 17-19 February 1953. At this
conference were presenteg Swimaries of scientifie arg practical measures taken
during the past 7 years for the BErevention of tularemia.

More than 200 Persons participated in the conference, ineluding specialiets
from RSFSR antitularemia stations; sc ientific collaborators from the Academy of
Medical Sciences USSR, the Saratov and Rostov iunstitutes of the Ministry of
Public Health USSR, and other 8clentific resecarsh institutions, and workers
active in the antitularemia networks of the Ukrainiagp S8R, Belorusstan SSR,
Kazakh SSR, ang Moldavian SSR,

V. I. Vashkov, Deputy Minister of Iutlic Health RSFSR, stated in his pe-
port that the public health organs of the RSFSR have substantially fulfilled
the assigned tasks in connection with the introduction of antitularemia measures.
This is confirmed by the fact that there hac veen a considerable reduction in
the incidence of tularemia during recent years.

The network of antitularemis stations has expanded ang their equipment and
personnel have improved. Planning of antitularemia measures and the control
over their execution have improved consideradly. In a number of oblasts antj-
tularemia inoculation of the whole populstion of areas which contain enzootie
foci is near realization. This measure Las played a predominant role in lewer-
ing the incidence of tularemia.

points mentioned above, Vashkov discussed the shortcomirge of the antitularemia
vork done in several oblasts. These shortcomings inelude inadequate organization
of inceulations, the tact that these inoculations are carrieq out too late,
faulty accounting, defective records in regard to inoculations, andg inadequate
training in problems Pertaining to tularemis of vorkers active 1in the network

of therapeutic organizations, so that diagnostic errors cecur.
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Vashkov further remarked that ip oblasts where no antitularemia stations
exist, antitularemia measures are being carried out less energetically, while
variations in the number of rodents and outbreaks of tularemia epizootics among
them are not being observed at al)l.

In the subdivision on "Regioral Epidemiolngy and the Results of the Fight
with Tularenia," reports were presented by A. A. Zaytsev, chief rhysiczan of
the Pyatigorsk Antitularemia StatzZon; Yu. & Myusnikov, chief physician cf the
Tule Antitularemia Station; and others These regorts have demonstrated that
a number of antitularemis stations define ana correctly solve problems of
regional epidemiology and erizootology, ard that they skillfully use the results
obtained in solving thuze problems when they apply antitularemia measures.

The reports given by V. P. Borodin, chief physician of the Stal:ngrad Anti-
tularemia Station, and M Ve Badalov, chief physizian of the Rostov Antitularemia
Staticn, dealt with the organization of antitulaiemia measures at the sites of
the largest hydro-construction works.

The conference noted that s: far as the majority of problems dealing with
investigation of the tularemia infection and w:th measures for the prophylaxis
of tularemia are concerned, priority in this fieid deservedly belcrgs to Soviet
scientists. In work done by §. A. Cayskiy, B. Ya. El'bert, N. G. 0lsuf'yev,

I. N. Mayskiy, Vv §. Sil'theuko, and other sc.entists and practical workers,
v has been establiished that ino.ulation with live tularemia vaceine produces
a suffiziently high imminity for a period of no less than 5 years. This find-
ing determines the perlods of reinoculat-on.

Extensive work has been done by €. S. remel'yanova, 1. N. Mayskiy, and
others on the modification of the causative factor of taluremia. This work
was oc.ducted fram the stardpoint of the theory of phase [stage] development
of bacteria. The problem of pathegenesis and immunogenes-s of tularemia i3
being successfully studied by T. 4. Durayeva, I. ¥ Mayssiy, and A. V. Mashkov.
USSR e-Zeutists (G. P Rudrev, N ¢ lsulTyev, Yo M 7etkova, 5. P. Uglova
and G. A. Savel'‘yeva) have develored and applied :zlin:zally a new and effective
method for the treatment of tularsmia with domest:c strertoyc:n.  On the basis
of Academician Ye. N. Faviovskiy‘s theory of rnatural foz: of transmittible
diseases, 1investigation of natural fo-i of tularemin has been carried out under
the direction of Prof N G Olsuf vev TFrom the stardroint of the results c¢b-
tained, mensures for making these fo:i :rnrosuous were ind: -ated Methods of

. forecasting the numbers of small rcicnts of the mouse tyre were devised (N. F.
Raumov) and procedures for combatting thess rzdsnte are being develcped (V. V.
Kucheruk, V. ¢. Polezhayev, and others)

The :onfsrence noted the significant scientific work accompiished by the
Tularemia Laboratory, Institute of Epidemiolegy and Mizrobiology [imeni Gamaleya],
Academy of Medical Sciences USSR, nnd the extersive methodological aid given
o by this laboratory to practical workers at antitularemis statjons. The confer-
ence called attention to the st1ll inadequate work of agrizuitural organs in
combating rodents and ticks and noted that the Ministry of Agri:uiture was not
participating in the conference ’

: The Ministry of Public Healtn RSFSK, 1n connection with its direction of
the network of antitularemia stations, was criticized at the conference. It
was pointed out that there was not a sufficient number of pianned trips to the
stations, that decisions in connection with accounts were not dispatched reg-
ularly, and that there was lack of contacts between the antiepldemic administra-
tions and therapeutic administrations of the Ministry of Public Health as far
ag therapy and prophylax:s of tularemie are conserned,
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The Ministry of Public Health USSR was =riticized for not assuring a
sufficient supply of antitularemia vaccine for the oblasts in 1952 and during
the first quarter of 1953,

The conference noted that the editorial board of Zhurnal Mikrobiolo 11,
ldemiologif, {-Immunobiolozis had accepted for publication work by (R. Ya.]
Chernina and (M. V. Vasiliyeva ang by Vdovenko and Lang which had not bheen
adequately checked and tor that reason misled practical workers.

The conference outlined a number of lmportant practical measures which
would strengthen the fight against tularemia, contribute to the investigation-
of that infection, and veinforce the antitularemis service. The conference
further stressed the desirability or holding an ell-unlon tonference on tularemia
in 1996, Bo that the date of thig conference would correepend to the 30th anni-
versary of the beginning of research on tularemia infection in the USSR.

‘The participants at the conference (particularly young specianlists from
antitularemia ctations) exchanged experiences acquired in carrying out anti-
tularemia measures, acquired a knowledge of the lazest scientific achievements
in work on tularemia problems, and received a basic orieatation for further
work on health protection.
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